
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Gillian Acheson       

Department: Geography       Phone Number: (618) 650-5281 

E-mail Address: gacheso@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1459 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 
 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
8. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   GEOG 427 or 499 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Independent: the student can work from home or on campus with a weekly meeting to discuss his/her progress. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This research analyzes how places are portrayed in introductory human geography textbooks. It is part of an ongoing 

project that first examined how people are portrayed in these textbooks. From that research, it was found that 

photographs emphasize places more so than people. However, the places depicted in photographs may not be 

representative. For example, each introductory textbook has a chapter on population geography. The majority of 

photographs in this chapter – regardless of textbook – came from one world region, East Asia. Photos of one-child 

families from China and aging people from Japan abounded. To the novice student, this photographic emphasis 

might leave the impression that population issues are a problem in one world region and not others. Furthermore the 

places selected for the images might leave students with the impression that some places are more significant than 

others, either by the number of photographs or by activities represented in the images or discussed in the text. The 

following research questions are asked: (1) do these textbooks represent the world’s places in a balanced way and 

(2) are all parts of the world equally well represented and how are they represented? 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will assist me in compiling a photographic and index database for introductory human geography 

textbooks. Place information and picture descriptions will be compiled. In addition, the student will assist in content 

analysis of photographs and indices to determine which parts of the world are represented in these books. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will develop skills in database development. In addition, the student will develop skills in content 

analysis. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student will need to meet once per week, but the days and times are flexible. 

  


